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Tel s ioe Shepton Mallet 2237 Area Health Department, 
Residence)Wells 2643 .D.C. Offices, 
Market Square, 
Shepton Mallet, 
Somerset 


Tos The Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the Wells City Council 


Mr-Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen, 


I beg to submit the Annual Report on the Health of the City for 1964, 
compiled in accordance with the Public Health Officers! Regulations, 1959, and 
Ministry of Health Circular 1/65 of 11th January 1965. 


The health picture over the year continues to give reasonable cause for 
Satisfaction. As detailed in the body of the Report, the estimated population 
continued to rise, there were more live births than in the previous year and 
there was no maternal mortality, but deaths from chronic bronchitis and lung 
cancer still give cause for concern. 


There were no major outbreaks of infectious disease during the year, but 
during the summer, close co-operation was required with the County Health Department 
and the health services of Clutton Rural District Council over the matter of the 
small typhoid outbreak at Chew Stoke. Three boys normally attending the Blue School 
were in the party to Spain which contracted this disease but fortunately extensive 
tests carried out proved they were negative for the illness. 


On the environmental side, many visits were required in connection with sub- 
standard housing and alleged nuisances but progress continued to be made in allevia- 
ting these. 


T am most grateful to the Public Health Inspector for his constant help and 
co-operation, to the Surveyor without whose work on the practical side the City 
would be a poorer and less healthy place, and to the other officers of the Council. 


The encouragement received from the Chairman and Members of the General 
Purposes Committee, and the close co-operation received from colleagues in the City, 
is acknowledged with thanks. 

I have the honour to be, 


Your obedient servant, 


D. EB. CLARE 
Medical Officer of Health 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
In 2018 with funding from 
Wellcome Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30245527 


GENERAL STATISTICS 


Area of Borough (in acres) «22 see eee ose 15336 
Estimated Population (mid-year 1964) -.- «++ 7,260 
Number of inhabited houses cee eee eee eee 2389 
Rateable Value ees eee ee We oa eS. 5 EOL GOOD 
Product of a Penny Rate Rad hau, eae bee Ay 1ae 


MATN VITAL STATISTICS FOR 1964 


Live Births x F Total Wells City Somerset 
Recorded Corrected 

Lezitimate 6 58 118 8,625 
Tliegitimste 1 _3 4 529 

Totals 61 61 122 93154 
Rate per 1,000 population 16.8 17.8 16.86 
(Area Births Comparability Factor 4.06) (Corrected) 
Dlegitimate Live Births 
(per cent of total live births) 3.28 5.78 
Still Births 
Legitimate - 2 2 
Tllegitimate ~ - - 

Totals = 2 2 141 
Rate per 1,000 live & still births 16.1 45-17 
Total Live & 
Still Births 64 63 424 9,295 
Total Deaths 
(all ages) 63 76 137 6,629 
Rate per 1,000 population - 48.9 11.9 40-62 
(Area Deaths Comparability Factor 0.63) (Corrected) 


(With comparative figures for Somerset and England & Wales where available) 
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NPAT MORTALITY RATES 


Total Infant deaths per 1000 
total live births ... 
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MATERNAL MORTALITY (including abortion) 
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CAUSES OF DEATH AT DIFFERENT PERIODS OF LIFE [FE DURING 1964 


SE eee A DEERE _PE 


S given by the Registrar-General for 1964 


CAUSE OF DEATH 


Byphilitic Disease 
Dther Infective and 
Parasitic Diseases. 
falignant Neoplasm 
Stomach. 
falignant Neoplasm 
Lung, Bronchus. 
falignant Neoplasm, 
Breast. 
falignant Neoplasm, 
Uterus « 
\ther Malignant and 
lymphatic Neoplasms. 
Diabetes 
ascular Lesions of 
Nervous System. 
oronary Disease 
Angina. 
typertension with 
Heart Disease. 
ther Heart 
Disease. 
ther Circulatory 
Disease. 
neumonia 


Bronchitis 

ther Diseases of 
Respiratory System. 

Jlcer of Stomach & 
Duodenum. 

ongenital Malform- 
ations « 


ther Defined and Ill- | 


defined Diseases. 
fotor Vehicle Accidents 
ther Accidents 
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INFECTIOUS DISEASE NOTIFICATIONS 


Whooping Cough eee eee eee eee oeoe 9 
Measles oes ect iad eh eee 
Tuberculosis (Lt.Wrist)  .e. «es ees f 


NOTES ON VITAL STATISTICS FOR 1964 


(Although as a general rule the figures are too small for much significance to be 
attached to them, nevertheless certain broad statements can be made). 


Population 


An increase of population of 110 over the figure for mid-year 1963 was estimated by 
the Registrar—General. 


Births 

a) Live Births There were 14 more live births in the City than in the previous year 
and a corresponding improvement in the Birth Rate resulted. When adjusted by the 
egistrar—General's Area Births Comparability Factor a figure is given for the Corrected 
irth Rate better than that of Somerset and the National figure. With 4 illegitimate 
ive births in the year, the Illegitimate Live Birth ene ty rose above the figure for 

4963 but was not as high as the County Rate. 

(b) Still Births With one more still birth than in 1963, the Still Birth Rate approxi- 
ated the County and National figures. 


a) All Ages Deaths here totalled 6 less than in the previous year, with a corresponding 
improvement in the Recorded Death Rate. When this is adjusted by the Area Deaths 
Comparability Factor, which makes allowance for the calculated age structure of the City, 
a figure is obtained only slightly higher than the County and National Rates. 

(vb) Infant Mortality Deaths under 1 year totalled 1 more than in 1963 with a corres- 
onding increase in the Infant Mortality, neo-natal Mortality and Perinatal Mortality 
ates but the Early Neo-Natal Mortality Rate was slightly less than in the previous 

earle 

(c) Maternal Mortality There were again no deaths in women in the City as a result 

f pregnancy, childbirth or abortion. 


auses of Death 

Cardio-Vascular Diseases As in previous years, these again took first place as the 
ause of deaths in Wells, with an increase of 2 over the previous year (62 deaths). 

f these, Diseases of the Heart accounted for 38 deaths and Vascular Lesions of the 
ervous System for 21 deaths. 

Cancer deaths rose again, to 22 deaths, and took their customary precedence over 
espiratory Diseases as the second largest cause of deaths in the City. Of these, 
ymphatic and Other Malignant Neoplasms took first place with 8 deaths, followed by 
ung Cancer with 7 and Cancer of the Uterus or Womb with 3. 

Respiratory Disease deaths (10) were only half the corresponding figure for 1963 
nd Chronic Bronchitis accounted for 6 of them. 

(In view of the much-publicised association between cigarette smoking and chronic 
ronchitis and lung cancer, it is significant that all the chronic bronchitis deaths 
ere in males, and 5 out of 7 of the lung cancer deaths). 
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NOTIFTABLE DISEASES 


There was nothing of significance in the returns 
of Notifiable Diseases during the year. 


ANNUAL RETURN OF FOOD POISONING 
NOTIFICATIONS 


There were no Food Poisoning Notifications during tho yerr. 


NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948 (SHC.4 
AND AMENDMENT ACT, 1951 


No cases occurred requiring action under the provisions of 
these Acts. 
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VACCINATIONS AND INOCULATIONS 
DIPHTHERIA IMMUNISATION 
4 Primary Courses Number of children in the District who completed a full course 
of primary immunisation in the year ended 31.12.64. 


Children born in the years:— 
1964 1963 1962 1961 1960 1955-59 1950-54 TOTAL 
44 45 2 1 “ 4 96 
(2) Reinforcing Injections 
Children receiving reinforcing injections in year ended 31.12.64. 


= = 1 - -~ 83 57 1414 


ne en 


ANUS IMMUNISATION 


| Primary Courses Number of children in District who completed a full course of 
primary immunisation in year ended 31.12.64. 


44 45 2 1 - 4 - 96 
(2) Reinforcing Injections Children receiving reinforcing injections in year 
ended 31.12.64. 


= 1 = = 83 aT 141 


WHOOPING COUGH IMMUNISATION 
Number of children in District who completed a primary course of Pertussis vaccine 
(singly or in combination) in year ended 31.12.64. 


Miia bt 1e6e nonlin fields 93 


POLIOMYELITIS VACCINATION 


4) Primary Course Number of persons in District who received a course of primary 
vaccination (two injections of Salk vaccine, three injections of quadruple vaccine 
or three doses of Oral vaccine) during the year 1964. 


hildren Children Children Children Young persons born Persons under 40 yrs 
born born born born 1933-42 of age & priority 
4964 1963 1962 1945-61 | Groups 
Salk Oral Salk Oral Salk Oral Salk Oral Salk Oral Salk Oral 
ae) 62964 23 Ms 3 1s alo: | | - - 2 
(2) Reinforcements 1964 
Number of persons Number of children Number of persons Number of children 
(all groups) who of 5 yrs. but under (all groups) who of 5 yrs, but under 
rec'd a 3rd Salk 12 yrs. who rec'd a rec'd a reinforc- 12 yrs. who rec'd 
Injn- or 4th injn. Ath Salk injn or ing dose of Oral a dose of Oral Vacc. 
of quadruple vacc. 5th injn. of vacc. following after 3 Salk injns. 
quadruple vaccine. 2 Salk injns. or 3 Oral doses or 2 


Salk injns. plus 2 
Oral doses 
1 - _ 94 
SMALLPOX VACCINATION 
Number of persons vaccinated (or re-vaccinated) in the District in year 1964. 


0-3 mths 4-6 mths 7-9 mths 10-12 mths 1 year 2-4 years -j4 years 15 or over 
rE r P S P igs R & R F R 
- - 3 2 TTR Cy (a ea ayia 10 

P= Primary vaccination. r = Re-vaccination. 
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REPORT OF THE PUBLIC HSALTH INSPECTOR 


o the Mayor, Aldermen & Councillors, 
eMayor, Ladies & Gentlemen, 
I have much pleasure in presenting my Annual Report for 1964. 


During the year legislation was enacted which has had a considerable effect 
pon the work of the Department. 


The Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Act came into operation in the year 
d brings the environmental and working conditions in offices within the scope of 
ublic health legislation for the first time. This is a most comprehensive Act and 
as resulted in a spate of regulations and circulars setting out the detailed 
equirements. At the end of the year the initial inspections to require compliance 
th the Act had not yet commenced, and will probably take some considerable time to 
omplete. 


In August the Housing Act 1964 came into operation amending much of the 
egislation concerned with Improvement Grants, mainly with a view to inducing owmers 
f property to improve their houses with the aid of the grant system. To this end 
estrictive conditions were eased, and the amount of standard grant obtainable 
creased in certain instances. Also for the first time the Act permitted local 
uthorities to compulsorily require the improvement of houses, but I would consider 
t unlikely that this would become necessary in Wells, as the improvement of the 
lder houses is moving at a reasonable rate, under the existing legislation: 


The amount of private building work, including new estates, has shown a 
onsiderable increase once again this year, the highest ever recorded in the City. 
is has had its effect as the office of Public Health Inspector is combined with 
hat of Building Inspector. Once again the routine public health work has had to 
uffer because of the increase in building inspection work, and there is an obvious 
eed for more routine work, especially in the fields of food hygiene and housing. 


In the field of housing, I would draw the attention of members to the délay in 
heir slum clearance programmes, and, in consequence, the deteriorating conditions 
many houses well below accepted standards. Where demolition is long delayed 
gent repairs are difficult to enforce and the situation results in reduced living 
onditions. 


Once again I would like to take this opportunity of expressing my gratitude to 


he Chairman and members of the General Purposes Committee and to the Medical Officer 
f Health for continued support at all times. 


He Gs. Biron 


Public Health Inspector 
-~9- 
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WATER SUPPLY 


The Bristol Waterworks Company are the undertakers for the whole of the 
ublic supply to the City. The information and figures in connection with the 
uantities and sources of supply have been obtained from the Company 


antity 


The total consumption for the City during 1964 was 113.35 million gallons. 
his figure represents 43 gallons per person per day for all purposes, including 
omestic trade and public use, and is a slight rise above the figures for previous 
earse 


The main sources of supply of the Ci'ty water is from the Holes Ash Spring and 
ookham and Vigo boreholes situated on the southern slopes of the Mendip Hills above 
he town, and from two boreholes situated on the Athletic Ground in the town. 


(a) Public The sources of supply to the City and the yields are as follows:- 


Athletic Ground Annual Yield Hourly Yield 
(Nos. 1 & 2 boreholes) 59,240,000 galls. 6,762 galls. 
Rookham & Vigo boreholes 62,640,000 galls. 75152 galls 


and Holes Ash Spring 


These supplies were further augmented by 2,000,000 gallons delivered by water 
ankers 


(b) Private 


Tudwey Estates have a private water supply which is piped to a 

small number of houses in the City and supplies the Cathedral Grammar 
School. This supply, derived from a spring on the Mendip Hills, is 
fed to a reservoir at Walcombe and thence for distribution. The 
supply is subject to occasional contamination and regular routine 
checks are made. 


Boreholes there are also 3 private borehole supplies, and the water 
supplied by these is used for industrial purposes. 
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ATER EXAMINATION 
The results below ere of samples of water taken for bacteriological and chemical 


xamination from public and private supplies:- 


RAW WATER AFTER TREATMENT 


Bacteriological | Chemicel = Bacteriological Chemical 


| a soe | 
Sat. Unsat. Unsat. | Sat Unsat. 
2 | 2 ee nil. | nil. nil. 


hemical Examination The results of samples taken for chemical examination from the 

sources of water, are shown in the table above. Samples for chemical examination are 
sually only taken annually from each source unless there are special reasons requiring 
xtra samples. 


Details of the results from chemical examination are given on the table which 
ollows. 


hemical Purity The Holes Ash and Vigo Springs and the two boreholes (Athletic Ground) 
ll provide water which is of satisfactory chemical purity. 


ardness The water from the 2 boreholes on the Athletic Ground is very hard, the 
ardness being mainly temporary in character. 


The water from Holes Ash Spring is only slightly hard, whilst that from Vigo Spring 
5 moderately hard. In both cases the hardness is almost entirely temporary in character: 


eb 


mical Examination 


Details of results of chemical examinations were as follows:—- 


hysical Characters 


‘eaction 


otal Solids 


lkalinity (as Ca Co3) 


otal Hardness 
a) Permanent 
b) Temporary 


hloride (as Cl) 


onia 
buminoid Nitrogen 
itrates 


itrites 


gen absorbed in 
hrs. at 27° C 


ee Carbon Dioxide 
diment 


on 


Vigo Spring 


Clear & bright 
Very slightly 
alkaline pH 7.5 
295.0 
195.0 
200.0 
nil. 
200-0 
19.0 
0.010 
0.020 
0.4 


0.03 


0.20 
6.0 
trace 


260 


All results in parts per million 


Holes Ash Spring 


— 


Clear & bright 
Very slightly 
alkaline pH 7.4 
175-0 
140.0 
155.0 
15.0 
140.0 
42.0 
0.010 
0.064 
0.6 


nile 


0.25 
3.0 
trace 


nil. 


Athletic Ground |} 
Bore 


Clear & bright 

Very slightly 

alkaline 

pH 7-3 
440.0 
280 .0 
340.0 


60.0 


18.0 
0.002 
0.002 

1.4 


trace 


| 
i 
| 


The iron content in the water from Vigo Spring is excessive and has been traced 
e from a small borehole on the Mendips which augments the supply from Vigo Spring. 
e is considerable dilution before the water from the borehole goes into the supply, 


the iron content is then found to be negligible. 
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Most of the houses in the City have an internal piped supply. There are still 
a comparatively large number of houses, estimated at 160, which obtain their supplies 
from taps situated externally and usually at the rear of the premises. In many cases 
:.. supply point is shared by two or more houses. Many of these houses are in the 
Council's Slum Clearance programme, but there are many others which have no supply 
other than externally. The number is slowly decreasing, due to improvement grants to 
houses and to the public demand for higher standards. 
A 
Rainfall 
i The rainfall figure for 1964 was 25.18 inches. Previous years rainfall figures 
- as follows:— 


; 


1959 28.47 inches 
1960 40.76 inches 
1961 29.89 inches 
4962 26.80 inches 
1963 31.97 inches 


Palace Moat 


7 


| During the year examination was made of the Moat water surrounding the Bishop's 
Palace. Nine samples were taken and all were considered to be heavily contaminated. 


Extension & Improvement of Supplies 


Estates . Mains laid in yards 
3" Dia. 4" Dia. 
St e-Thomas eoo eco oee ece eoe 206 300 
Tucker Street ooo e©oo oo eco 250 ro eee 
Goodymoor Lane PA) ee eee ee a we - 300 
eo, a ae es sate t Het od 222 
Part Burcott Road ec eee eve Re WTP 900 
Totals 1603 yds 1722 yds 
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PUBLIC SWIMMING BATHS 


Samples of water are taken at regular intervals from the open air Public 
Swimming Baths at Princes Road during the summer season. The samples are 
taken from the inlet or shallow end and from the outlet or deep end. Samples 
are also taken from the childrens' Paddling Pool. 


Water for the baths is taken from the mains supply and passes through a 
continuous pressure sand filter and is chlorinated. The turnover of the water 
in the baths takes place every four hours. 


The daily average number of bathers during the season was 420. 


Samples 


15 samples were taken altogether, 11 from the Swimming Pool and four from 
the Paddling Pool:-— 


Satisfactory Suspicious 


Swimming Pool 


Paddling Pool 


be “fide 


Unsatisfactory 
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SEWAGE DISPOS 


a a 


eof Disposal 


fethods 


Almost all the houses and premises in the City were served by main sewer, the 
gutfall being at Burcott, where the Sewage Disposal Works are situated. 


There are approximately 40 houses using septic tank and soakaway systems or 

fhe conservancy system. Usually this is because they are not served by a sewer 
Within a reasonable distance, or because adjacent sewers are not at suitable depths. 
Mhey are, for the most part, isolated from the main urban area of the town, generally 
being Situated at the boundaries of the district. They do not create a nuisance 

but due to the clayey nature of the subsoil of the district, there is a tendency for 
ponding to take place on the soakaway area, especially during periods of heavy 
rainfall and in the winter when loss from evaporation is at a minimum. 


Sewer Hxtensions & Improvements 


Sewer extensions and improvements during the year were as follows:— 


Estates wewer extensions in yards 
4" dja. 6" dia. 9" dia. 
St eThomas eao oo°e e@oo°o eo6o ©o°0 200 500 vee 
Hawker's Lane. oeo oe 9 20° oo ° at 100 30 
MTG 65 see eee seel sees 200 600 70 
Bath Road ooo e °° ©0000 eo0 e0° 4150 350 = 
Tucker Street re Pires ee eee ey EAN 460 100 


Totals _580_ yds 1710 yds _200 yds 


By arrangement with the Somerset County Public Analyst, monthly samples are taken 
ty the Surveyor's Department for chemical analysis, to ensure that the final discharge 
fo the watercourse complies with the recommended limits. 


Of the 12 samples taken 3 were satisfactory, 6 were slightly below recommended 
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ypical average report on a sample of the sewage effluent was that for 
@ ary 1964. 


Parts per million 


Physical characters Slightly turbid 
teaction Very slightly alkaline 
oH T+9 
Bolids in suspension 21.0 
otal alkalinity (as Ca Co,) 340.0 
thloride (as C1) 42.0 
Ammoniacal Nitrogen (as N) Toe 
Drganic Nitrogen 19 
itrate Nitrogen 3 Ale) 
Dxygen absorbed from Permanganate 

in 4 hours at 27° C. 8.0 
Biochemical Oxygen demand in 

5 days at 20° C. 27-0 


fs effluent has a slightly excessive biochemical oxygen demand, when judged on the 

ommended limits of 30 parts per million suspended solids and 20 parts per million 

pchemical oxygen demand for an effluent to be discharged to a clean river or stream 
bre the dilution is not less thar. one in eight. 


» tendency is for effluents from the Sewage Works to show a slight deterioration each 
br. This should be taken as 2 waming sign that overloading of the works might well 


wire consideration of further extensions and improvements to deal with the growth of 
= towne 


RIVER_POLLUTION 


Number of cases dealt with during the year - Nil. 
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REFUSE COLLECTION 


A weekly combined refuse and salvage collection is carried out in the City. 
nde refuse is removed on payment. 


Disposal of household and trade refuse is by semi-controlled tipping on the 
es adjacent to the Sewage Disposal Works and would be much improved if a full 
stem of controlled tipping were adopted. The lack of covering material is the 
in reason which prevents this at present. 


HOUSING 


sing Programme During the year 39 Council houses were completed at the Bath Road 
ate. By the end of the year 22 Council houses were under construction, 2 on the 

h Road Estate and 20 on the Tucker Street Estate. All the houses on the Tucker 

rect Estate are intended for the re-housing of persons from unfit dwellings within 
Council's slum clearance schemes. 


Houses erected :.. | Houses in course 
of construction | 
Other ae Slum hi 


Slun 
| Clearance TCE SE Clearance 
ocal Authority | 45 | | 24. | 20 
Private Enterprise | win. : Fader Nil. 
Total 15 | 16 | 20 | 84 


ee . 2 es ee OS RE Oe as - aaa ea RRR SS ER SR ST REE SET 


bes of Dwellings The following types of dwellings were erected during the year:— 


Private Enterprise Council 
1 bedroom dwellings 1 2 bedroom dwellings 17 
2 bedroom dwellings 16 3 bedroom dwellings Ze 
3 bedroom dwellings 34 Total 39 
4 bedroom dwellings 1 
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Improvement Grants contd. 


; As stated in my introduction, the Housing Act 1964 has made the Standard 
Grants scheme more attractive by increasing the amounts of grants obtainable 

in certain circumstances, and the ease with which this grant can be obtained 

is also most attractive to owners. The provisions of the Act which allow local 
authorities to compulsorily require improvement of houses are not likely to be 
useful in Wells. The machinery for compulsory improvements is complicated and 
tedious, and as stated above, the capacity for dealing with grants in the office 
is at the maximum. 


DISCRETIONARY GRANTS 


Number of applications and houses dealt with during the year:- 


| Refused 


Aoproved 


Noe of Premises 


15 


Applications Applications No. of Premises 
Spplicatrons Appticarions Fic MO Re i acid 


Pe 


Nil. Nil. 


Number of grants approved for owmner/occupiers Bak abies i haee Lele 7 
RG Ce TOYS ISNCOTCS 8 ese cee oss ses o80 ase ose .°'8 
Average cost per dwelling approved as GU ete ue uae (case BOSC 
Mieramaeemomit or -prant per dwelling .+. e+ ces cee coe coo H2€8 

otal amount of grant payments by local authority etiiaas one OC 


he total number of applications approved since commencement of grant scheme in 1954 


STANDARD GRANTS 


umber of applications received e.e co2 eee «ce 80 cee 00 vee 9 
Tuaber of applications approved «c+ cee eco oco8 06 eo8 ere eve 9 
umber of applications from omer/occupier AA a a ile ar Pe eee ea 
umber of applications from landlords 2.2 ees coe ese ec eee 5 
uaber of applications refused «ce occ see eo0 oe coo ove eve Nile 
BRRUPeMT ee erants Approved «- 466 ses see cee ere sos we £1165 
verage cost per dwelling approved e+. o+c se% coo cee eee eve &130 


'ypes of amenities provided:— 


Baths 6 
Washhand Basins 6 
Hot Water Supplies 9 
Water Closets (intermal) 6 
Food Stores ad 


Total 34 


he total number of applications approved since the commencement of the scheme in 1959 


is 59. 
~19- 
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Improvement Grants contd. 


As stated in my introduction, the Housing Act 1964 has made the Standard 
Grants scheme more attractive by increasing the amomts of grants obtainable 
in certain circumstances, and the ease with which this grant can be obtained 
is also most attractive to owmers. The provisions of the Act which allow local 
authorities to compulsorily require improvement of houses are not likely to be 
useful in Wells. The machinery for compulsory improvements is complicated and 
tedious, and as stated above, the capacity for dealing with grants in the office 
is at the maximum. 


DISCRETIONARY GRANTS 


Number of applications and houses dealt with during the years- 


Approved Refused 
Applications N Premise Applications No. of Premises 


unber of grants approved for omer/occupiers pkey idwinle!) leis) 99's 7 
DeGeeeeweenee tor landlords os «ces see ses o20 «ase ceo .'°'O 
verage cost per dwelling approved peace Mas tein Cacti glk eumteea: 61a 8% 8536 
DeramememinG or prant per dwelling ..2 s++ css cee «es ooo 28 
otal amount of grant payments by local authority plamanate ma) Seika £4020 


he total number of applications approved since commencement of grant scheme in 1954 


STANDARD GRANTS 


umber of applications received «.e eco coe 60 o80 coe e206 eee 
unber of applications approved «oe cee er ec e082 e286 cee eve 
umber of applications from owner/occupier «2 ccs sec ere eee eco 
umber of applications from landlords «2. «ses e+e eee ore eee 

umber of applications refused «oe occ «see cece e+e coo eco eve Nile 
Dtal amount of grants approved .- ss see see coo eee soe os £1165 
verage cost per dwelling approved e+e +c ses eco cee eve eve &130 


UT & \O \O 


'ypes of amenities provideds— 


Baths 6 
Washhand Basins 6 
Hot Water Supplies 9 
Water Closets (internal) 6 
Food Stores 17 


Total 34 


he total number of applications approved since the commencement of the scheme in 1959 
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SLUM CLEARANCE AND UNFIT HOUSES 


ouses Demolished 
Seert ieee emo tehed im Clearance Aredd *..u "sec! cee’ Nees” tees Meee 


b) Houses demolished and as a result of procedure under 
Pear Ty or the Housine’ Act TO5T ee PPO OLN Ke 


nfit Houses Closed 
a) Under Sections 16, 17 and 35 of the Housing Act 1957 «+s «so cov 
b) Parts of buildings closed under Section 18 of the Housing Act 1957 


REIEMEEETEMOIOREUGSGAUIG o5> es o00 00's 026 066 sce eve ese 


nfit Houses made fit and_in which defects were remedied 
Py eintormal action by Local Authority ... see esa ese ese 


b) After formal notice wider Public Health or Housing Acts eo. «eee 


nfit Houses in Temporary Use 


Housing Act 1957) eoe ooo e@eood eoooe eee o' 8.) eoo e@oe e@oe eos 


urchase of Houses by Agreement 


ouses in Clearance Areas purchased in the year «ee cee «scoe eve 


eee 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 
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HOUSING INSPECTIONS 


Total number of dwelling houses inspected for 
housing defects (under Public Health or Rous itig: hopd) e's) uses, ead) ve ne 74 


Bumber Of inspections for the purpose «ce ess ene ese e060 eve es 14 


Number of dwelling houses (included under sub-heading 1 (a) above) 
which were inspected and recorded under the Housing Consolidation 


Regulations 1925 oy 1932 @©oeo ooo ooo oo @ eoo eoo o°oe eooe ooo ooo i he 
Pamverso: Gepeationes made for purpose se... «ce se8) ofc cook Soetiipos 35 
Number of houses in which no action was found necessary (ssRRk) see 22 


Number of dwelling houses found to be in a state so dangerous 
-and injurious to health as to be wmfit for human habitation ... «ec evs 16 


Number of dwelling houses found not to be in all respects — 
Wememipnieerty cor human habitation «+<« «ss esse 8% 2080 e688 pawl wee 32 


Action under Statutory Powers 
Proceedings under Sections 9, 10 and 12 of the Housing Act 1957 «+ eve Nil 


Proomeasmmmmnaer Public Health Acts ... +e sve e860 see e880 see ovo Nil 


Proceedings under Section 18 of the Housing Act 1957 «+e see cece eco Nil 


HOUSHS IN MULTIPLE OGCUPATION 


The legislation controlling houses in multiple occupation is by the Housing 
(Management of Houses in Multiple Occupation) Regulations 1962. 


The type of house in which this problem may arise is the larger Victorian 
dwelling, now too big for the use of one family, and consequently let off into wits. 
Such lettings can command high rents often unjustified by the amenities available. 


Fortunately there are not many such houses in the City, and consequently the 
problem is not likely to be great. Nevertheless there are a number of houses which 
fall into the category. Three such houses were visited during 1964 and found to be 
wanting in amenities. Due to other duties intervening, it is not possible systematicall 
to inspect all the houses which come within the Regulations. 
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RENT ACT 41957 
During the year no applications for a Certificate of Disrepair were reccived. 
FOOD INSPECTION 


Visits to food premises and warehouses resulted in the following quantities of 
food being disposed of as unfit for human consumptions-— 


Foodstuffs Frozen Foods Canned Goods 
Bacon 28 lbs Vegetables 104 lbs Corned Beef | 
Hams oh ee Fish tiie & Mutton 322 lbs 
Beef 87 " Chicken 3 ~N Other Mcats 26 +0 
Veal 6 " Stoak 42060 Ham 97 4 
Pork a Confectionery 34. " Ox Tongue a 
Pet 35)" 227 lbs Pork cy: 
Fish isd Veal eer 
178 lbs Vegetables 25 i" 
Fruit (id BL 
Preserves Ta 4 
Others 6 


The total quantity of foodstuffs condemned as unfit for human consumption during 
the year amounted to 10 cwt. 86 lbs. 


Complaints 


The following complaints were reccived with regard to foreign bodies in foodstuffs 
or foodstuffs sold in an unsuitable condition:— 


Packet of potato crisps with centipede 
Packet of butter containing splinter of wood 
Mouldy breakfast sausage 

Mouldy meat pic 

Bacon containing maggot 

Mouldy meat pasty 

Lambs! hearts in condition of decomposition 


All these complaints were investigated and detailed reports submitted to the 
General Purposes Committeee In all casos warnings were issued to the responsible 
persons or firms concerned. 


Corned Becf 
Due to the outbreak of typhoid from corned beef at Aberdeen, an inspection of all 


corned beef cans was made in all establishments in the City. None of the suspected 
tins were found. 
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FOOD INSPECTION (Contd) 


Delivery of Food 


There is a growing practice of delivering footstuffs at night to food shops 
and leaving the goods on the frontages for collection by the shop staff the 
following morning. All cases of this practice were investigated during the year 
and it was found that compliance with the Food Hygiene Regulations was carefully 
observed. 


Liquid Egg (Pasteurisation) Regulations 1963 


Two samples of liquid egg were submitted for examination in 1964. Salmonella 
was not present in either case. 


ICE CREAM 


Number of Premises Registered 


(a) For manufacture only Nil 
(b) For retail only 23 
(c) For manufacture and retail { 


Sampling The total number of Ice Cream samples taken during the year was 19. All 
the samples taken were satisfactory, being in grade I or grade II. 


The results were as follows:- 


Hot Mix Cold Mix 
Grade 7 10 8 
Grade IT 1 Se 
Grade IIT a - 
Grade IV - - 
14 8 
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FOOD PREMISES 


The total number of food businesses within the City is 153. 
ie following types:— 


These are of 


Butchers Shops 7 Grocers Shops 17 
Chemists & Druggists 8 Cafes Y, 
Confectionery Shops 9 Licensed Premises 17 
Greengrocers Shops 8 Snack Bars 2 
Fish Shops 2 Bakehouses *) 
} Fish & Chip Shops 2 School Kitchens & Dining Centres 6 
: Sweet Shops 24 Hotels 8 
- General Shops 3 Guest Houses 20 
Cold Stores 4 Food Manufacturing Premises 4 
4 Cheese Stores 3 

| Canteens 8 


. Mobile Shops 
f 


A total of 84 visits was paid to food premises in connection with work under the 
cil's Clean Food Byelaws and the Food Hygiene Regulations 1955. 


mrovements Bffected 


od Premises Complete reconstruction 
Extensions of inadequate premises 3 
General sanitary conditions improved 9 
Additional Water Closets provided 2 
Sinks Provided a 
epairs to Sanitary Accommodation 10 
Washhand basins provided 3 
Provision of first aid materials 7 
Rooms reiecorated 27 
Rooms replastered 8 
Clothes cupboards provided 3 
Improved artificial lighting 18 
Improved ventilation 4 
New floors rd 

New equipment provided 2 fly Lt 

Total 11 
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"Hospitals 


y 


Further representations were made to the North Bast Somerset Hospital 
“Management Committee. The Priory Hospital kitchens were found to be quite 
“unsuitable for their purpose and very much below a desirable standard. A full 

report was submitted to the Committee and it was decided to provide new kitchens 
‘in other existing buildings, as reconstruction of the present kitchen would prove 
uneconomical. Work on the new kitchens has commenced. 
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} MILK SUPPLIES 


General 


Total number of Dairy Farms f\ 
Total number of Retailers 5 
Number of Producer/Retailers inc. in (b) 1 
Number of licensed pasteurisation plants t 


All milk sold in the borough is either sterilised, pasterurised or tuberculin 
tested. 


Licensing of dealers in milk is now a function of the County Council who are 
also responsible for routine milk sampling. Monthly reports are received from the 


County Council giving results of samples. The table below gives results of samples 
taken from retailers of milk in the Citys-— 


Milk Sampling 


Designation Samples Taken Satisfactory Unsatisfactory 


Tuberculin Tested 
Pasteurised 
Sterilised 
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MEAT SUPERVISION 


Number of Licensed Slaughterhouses in District 1 
Number of Licensed Knackers Yards in District Wil 


Slaughterhouse There is only one slaughterhouse in the district which is small and 


privately owned. All the meat in the following table was killed at this slaughter- 
house which now fully complies with the Hygiene and Prevention of Cruelty Regulations. 


INSPHCTIONS (Carcases and Offal inspected and condemned during the year:- 


Cattle Tasca Sheep 
& ag | 


Number inspected 


All diseases except Tuberculosis 


a) Whole carcases condemned 
b) Carcases of which some part 


or organ was condemned 


Tuberculosis only 


(a) Whole carcases condemned Nil 
(b) Carcases of which some part 
Nil 


or organ was condemned 


Cysticercosis 


Carcases of which some part or 
organ was condemned 


Carcases submitted to treatment 
by refrigeration 


Weight of Meat Condemned (in Lbs ) 


tS) Tuberculosis Nil 
b) Cysticercosis - 
(c) Other Disease 10 


No cows, pigs or horses were killed in 1964 


Marking of all carcases of animals passed as fit for human consumption is now in 
operation as required by the Meat Inspection Regulations 1963. A charge of £15 per 
annum is made for this purpose on the proprietor of the slaughterhouse. 


Disposal of Condemned Food is by burial at the Refuse Disposal Tip at Burcott Road, 
or by arrangement with knackers who operate a daily collection service from Bristol. 
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RODENT CONTROL 
Sewer Maintenance Treatment 
One sewer maintenance test treatment was undertaken during the year. 
There are 110 manholes on the sewer system in the City. Test Treatment of 15 


manholes at strategic points was undertaken, the result being negative. Thus further 
extensive treatment was not therefore necessary. 


I 


There is, however, a large portion of the sewers, especially in the central tow 
area which have no accessible points by manholes and testing and treatment is thus not 
possible. Unfortunately, the central area contains the old masonry sewers, which are 
most likely to be infested and observations from surface infestations suggest that 
this is soe So that although treatment and testing of the sewers is regularly under- 
taken, there is always likely to be a nucleus of infestation in the centre of the town. 


Surface Infestations 


The year was free from serious rat infestation and this was no doubt due, in part, 
to the clear condition of the sewers. 


Fifty-five complaints of surface infestation were received and 26 separate 
reatments were carried out by the rodent operative. Warfarin was used as the poison 
for most treatments but where this may not be swift enough, zine phosphide is used. 


Details are given below in the form required by the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Pisheriess— 


Local Dwelling | Others 


| Authority Houses including 
Business 
: Premises 
Number of 
Properties in area | 225) 709 
Number of Properties 
inspected as a 
result ofs- | 
a) Notification | 4 17 | 8 
b) Survey : 8 $2 14 
Infested Properties 
(a) Rats ) Major { - - 
) Minor | ~ | 15 | T 
(bd) Mice Major | - | _ | = 
Minor - 2 1 


Notices served under the Act - Nil 
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OFFICES & SHOPS 


Most of the provisions of the Offices, Shops & Railway Premises Act 1963 had 
come into operation by the end of the yeare The health, safety and welfare of 
employees in offices, is, for the first time, provided for in the Act. Shops are 
also included although certain provisions of the Shops Act had previously dealt 
with these matters. Railway Premises are not under the control of Local Authorities. 
By August all premises were required to be registered with the Local Authority and 
the number of registrations is shown below, although this is not a complete list, 
as some premises had neglected to register. 


The requirements under the Act are numerous and detailed, and will necessitate 
a large amount of extra work. In the 5 months in 1964 after registration, most of 
the work was administrative, and there were no general inspections made under the 
Act, although a few visits were incorporated at the time of inspections for other 
purposes. Details are given below: 


Number of | Total No.of 
premises | premises General | Persons 
registered | registered at inspections | employed 


in 1964 | end of year 


Offices 34 34 3 Nil : 256 


Wholesale Depts., 


Warehouses Nil | Nil | Nil | Nal 
Oatering | 


Canteens 


Fuel Storage 


Depots a 1 Nil 2 
TOTALS | 114 Nil | 712 
oe SE ARS De ph mS : 
Persons employed Total males 279 
Total females 433 
Total 712 
Inspections Total number of visits of all 
kinds to registered premises {2 
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FACTORIES 
The number of factories on the register at the end of the year was 50. 
The number of inspections was 60 and included at least one visit to each 


factory. An abstract of the results of these inspections in the form required 
by the Ministry of Labour and National Service is set out below:- 


Administration of the Factories Act 1937 
Part of the Act 


Inspections for purposes of provisions as to health. 


Number | Number of 


Premises 


(1) 


(i) Factories in which 
sections 1,2,3,4 & 
6 are to be 
enforced by Local 
Authorities 


Written 
Notices 


(4) 


Occupiers 
prosecuted 


(5) 


Nil 


Factories not in 
(i) in which 
Section 7 is 
enforced by the 
Local Authority 


Nil 


Other Premises 
in which Section 
7 is enforced by 
the Local 

Authority 

(excluding out- 
workers premises 


Nil 


Totals 
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Factories contd. 
Cases in which defects were found:- 


ep a a en a rn a ee. 


Number of cases in Number of cases in which 
which defects were prosecutions were instituted 
found : 


Particulars | Found Remedied 


(1) (aye Sl omeu(s) 


Sanitary Conveniences 


S.7) 
2) Insufficient 6 6 
b) Unsuitable or 

defective | 10 40 


(c) Not separate 7 : 
for sexcs = = 


Other offences against 

the Act (not including 

offences relating to | | 
Outwork) | = | a 


Totals | 16 ) 16 


Part VIII of the Act 


Outwork 
Glove making Number of outworkers in 
Wearing Apparel August list required by 
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CLEAN ATR ACT 1956 


The Council have adopted Byclaws under Scction 24 of the Act, the purpose being 
to ensure that domestic appliances installed in new buildings are capable of burning 
smokeless fucls. There is no statutory obligation to use such fuels, wtil a smoke 

control area is created. 


In consequence 89 now fireplaces in the arca were installed with such appliances. 
The danger of air pollution by smoke is not an ever present problem, as in industrial 
areas, nevertheless the Byelaw ensures that as the town develops the emission of smoke 
from houses will not produce a smoke laden atmosphere. 
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Diseases of Animals Waste Foods Order 1957 


The County Council's functions under this Order are delegated to this 
Council » 


There is one boiling plant and premises dealing with waste foods in the 
district and this was inspected on two occasions during the year to ensure that 


compliance with the Order was being observed. In both cases the premises were in 
a satisfactory condition and were reported upon as such to the County Council. 


Pet Shops 


There is one licensed pet shop in the borough and regular visits are made to 
ensure that the condition of the licence are observed. 
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